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 OUR GARDEN PATHS 

September 2014 
 

Volume 9 Issue 8 

Celebrating over 51 Years of Service to the Community 

Meetings are held the 2nd 
Thursday of each month at 
the Twinsburg Community 
Center, 6:30 pm Sharp 

Next Meeting 

September 11 

Naomi Stutzman’s Barn 

Wreath Making 
 

Bring your dried flowers  

to make a lovely wreath. 

Happy Birthday! 
 

Marlene Hatton - September 3 

Catherine Tyler  - September 14 

Jean Lucas - September 21 
 

Welcome New Member! 
 

Grace Condelli 



 

 

Twinsburg Garden Club is a member of GARDEN CLUB OF OHIO, INC. 
Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc., Central Atlantic Region 

 
Judy Aplis, Editor                      440-248-7884– Phone                     piccolo102@aol.com 

  

  

Last Month’s Meeting — The Annual Picnic  

The Annual Picnic and Auction were held on August 14th at the 

Stutzman’s barn. It was a beautiful evening with about thirty-five  

garden club members attending.   
 

Upon arrival members were greeted by Kaye Collins and Denise 

Herman who assisted members who  needed help hauling all of 
the goodies to the barn. The three tables were filled with fabu-

lous food, making for a festive evening.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The barn was full of freshly cut floral arrangements picked and assembled by Naomi Stutz-

man.  Kaye Collins found a lovely idea for the place settings, assembled and tied together 

with beautiful ribbon.  All evening a DVD put together by Victo-

ria Fliegel played, showing photos of the garden club’s yearly 

activities.  
 

Two talented ladies, Karen Conrad and Lynn Wyse, auctioned 

off white elephant items which made for a fun and entertaining 
evening. We took in $271.50, making it our most successful auc-

tion ever!  Members went home with some very nice, interest-

ing items. They also went home with a beautiful, handmade plant stake designed and assem-

bled by Kristen Beason, Virginia Schmidt and Sue Davis, that can be used to grace a flower 

pot and serve as a reminder that we are part of the best group of friends any club could possi-

bly ask for. Thanks to all of the members for making it   such a wonderful success by helping 

in so many ways.   
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Forum Bus Trip to Phipps Conservatory 

For the benefit of newcomers, the Twinsburg Garden Club is affiliated 
with several groups.  We are members of the Garden Club of Ohio, 

which is in the Central Atlantic Region of National Garden Clubs.  We 

are also members of the Garden Forum of Greater Akron, which is a 
group of fourteen garden clubs and individual members in the Akron 

area.   

  

The forum meets the fourth Thursday of the month at 10:00 am at the Stan Hywet Carriage House.  All Twinsburg 
members are part of this group as well.  The speakers are wonderful, there is an annual plant sale, silent auctions 

each month and a bus trip to interesting gardening spots each year.   

  
The Forum chose Phipps Conservatory as the site for this year’s trip.  It was built by Henry Phipps in 1873 as a gift to 

the City of Pittsburgh.  Phipps stated the he wanted to "erect something that will prove a 

source of instruction as well as pleasure to the people."  He stipulated that the Conserva-
tory must be open on Sundays, so the workers could visit on their day of rest. The Con-

servatory was designed by the New York firm Lord & Burnham and cost $100,000. The 

original plant material came in from the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago which 
closed in November 1893. 

  

Most people took advantage of a tour of the conservatory’s 
nineteen different gardens led by a delightful and knowledgeable volunteer. Gardens 

included Palm Court, the Orchid Room, Sunken Garden, Desert Room, Tropical Fruit 

and Spice Room, Broderie Room, Children’s Discovery 
Room and a train exhibit that ran through the entire 

conservatory.   

Others toured the “greenest building on earth” at the 

Center for Sustainable Landscape.  It was interesting to learn how Phipps has em-

ployed practices to limit the use of electricity for lighting, etc. and uses very little 

water to maintain the facility. Most people made sure not to miss the outdoor Sus-

tainable Perennial Garden.  Interspersed among all of the plantings is a generous 

number of sculptures by famed glass artist Dale Chihuli  

My first trip to Phipps was at Christmas time.  It was magical.  Every room was transformed into winterscapes and 

filled with flowers.  It is a treat for the whole family – not to be missed  

The trip turned out to be a wonderful feast for the eyes and an opportunity to forge 
friend- ships 

with people 

from other 
garden clubs. 

Eleven mem-

bers of TGC 
made the trip 

this year  All 
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Member Weekly Garden Tours  
 

 We visited Catherine’s lovely gardens.  

Club members ad-

mire Deborah Ridge-

way’s beautiful yard. 

Marianne’s hydrangeas are a lovely 

greeting at her front door. 

Butterflies are 

attracted to 

Ada Pollack’s 

flowers. 

Kristen Rocco keeps her garden tools in a 

mailbox conveniently located in her yard. 
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Our Member’s Lovely Gardens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GARDEN SUGGESTIONS— From Our Members 

Deer Off 6-Bait Station Repellent Stakes:  We tried this deer repellent 
product, had great results and it was easy to use. We bought it at Low-

e’s.  The cost was $20.00 for six.  ~~Sue Davis    

Enrich Brand Pine Bark Mulch- I bought this product at Robinson 

Nursery (on Ravenna Rd. in Hudson)  I highly recommend it.  It was about $6.00 for a huge bag.  I have never seen 

such healthy plants.  Pine bark ground into pea-size pieces is not mulch but a soil amendment--something actually 
worked into the soil to improve soil quality.  Pine bark is a native and renewable resource.  Bark is the non-living outer 

layer that protects the cambium, or growing part, of the tree. The bark of pine trees is high in lignin, an organic sub-

stance that takes longer to break down than cellulose, which makes it long lasting both as a mulch and a soil amend-
ment. Pine bark is naturally acidic, with a pH between 4.0 and 5.0. Some experts believe pine bark also contains 

chemicals with antifungal properties that reduce root rot and other plant diseases when mixed into soil. ~ ~ ~ Sue 

Davis ~ 
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Garden Tips from Our Members 

       

Upcycling Tip #3 
 
 

Gotta love a garage sale, flea market, thrift store...it's 

your opportunity to not only save an item from a landfill, 

but to rethink and CREATE! 

 

Driving along Route 303 down through the National Forest 

in Peninsula, convertible top down, wind blowing in our 

hair...just out for a relaxing evening drive.  Then I see 

it...my heart skips a beat...a treasure at the end of 

someone's drive!  "Jim--Stop--Go back!!"  Well, needless 

to say I gave Jim a heart attack, then he got mad at me for giving him a heart 

attack, and told me "NO WAY...WE ARE IN THE CONVERTIBLE!  I AM NOT STOP-

PING TO DUMPSTER DIVE."    

 

Well, he wouldn't turn around and stop then.  But on our way home that even-

ing, he surprised me by stopping at that same driveway.  I think it was because 

it was dark (lol) and no one could see us.  

 

This was the base of a three-tier fountain someone 

was throwing away.  The upper sections were broken.   

 

You could set a birdbath on top.   

 

But, turn it upside down,  

and it becomes a beautiful planter!  

 

~ Nancy King ~  

 
 

Reminder 
Don’t forget to collect dried flowers and herbs for making dried wreaths at the         Septem-

ber meeting. 
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Upcoming Events 

VFW Cost of Freedom 5K Race and Walk 
September 13, 2014 

Sponsored by the VFW to earn money for the Vietnam wall  

they are bringing to Twinsburg next  year. 

This is a very important event for the city.  How can the club contribute ?  It might  be nice to walk as a 

group along with family and friends and contribute the $15.00 donation towards this event.  Click on the 

link below to read more about this.  At the end  of the article is a list of items they will be collecting on 

race day to be sent to our troops.  Please bring any of these items to the September meeting or contact 

Sue Davis and she will arrange for the items to be picked up.  
http://www.twinsburgbulletin.com/community/2014/07/14/freedom-5k-race-memorial-walk-is-sept-

13-benefitting-cost-of-freedom-tribute  

~  ~  ~ 

Garden Club of Ohio Photo Contest 
Deadline November 1, 2014 

Several club members entered last year and won awards.  It was easy and a lot of fun.   

The awards will be presented next year at the  2015 State Convention. 

 

 2014 Garden Forum of Greater Akron Photography Contest 
Deadline October 31, 2014  

The rules are the same as previous years; any size  

photos in any format, framed or not, are accepted.  

 

Floral Photography 
September 11, 2014 

Stan Hywet Carriage House 

~  ~  ~ 

~  ~  ~ 

~  ~  ~ 
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ATTRACTING BIRDS IN WINTER 

 

 

 

 

  

 It’s another beautiful summer evening and I love sitting on my deck watching the hum-

mingbirds zip around at 30 mph, bouncing between the feeders I have out and the many long 
throated flowers I’ve added to the garden over the years to keep them coming back to our 

house.  We’re lucky to have a few pileated woodpeckers and a family of red belly woodpeck-

ers, too.  And it’s always nice to look out and see that bright spot of yellow from the finches.  

Our garden has been a work in process and now there is definitely a lot to attract the birds to 

the garden in the summer.  The raspberry bushes I never get to enjoy any fruit from are a per-

fect example.   

 We need to take care of the birds year round.  By winter, most of the insects are dead 

and much of the natural food supply has been consumed or is buried under a layer of snow 
and food can be hard to find.   We can put out feeders of suet, peanuts and black oil sunflow-

er seed, which are all wonderful high fat, high caloric foods that the birds need in the cold 

winter months.  Supplementing this by planting some trees and flowers that birds can feed 

from during the fall and winter is a great way to ensure that you can enjoy the birds year 

round.    

 Many trees, especially evergreens, provide shelter from the wind and snow during the 

winter.  The broad leaf and needled varieties provide year-long feeding for the birds. I per-

sonally don’t have room to plant large trees, but I’ve planted some bushes and shrubs that 
will bring the birds to the yard in winter.    You want to do this now, while the weather is still 

nice.    

 

I recently planted are: 

American Cranberry Bush – This bush has abundant red berries that will appear in the 

summer and last thru late winter.  It provides a splash of color to the garden, as well. 

Beautyberry – This is a fast growing shrub that will reach four feet in height.  It has beauti-

ful purple berries and pretty foliage. 
Holly – Many varieties are available that produce beautiful foliage and colorful berries.  

   

For a more complete listing of trees and shrubs that will attract winter birds, you can visit:  

 http://www.birdsandblooms.com/birding/attracting-birds/plants-and-trees-that-attract-birds/

plants-attract-birds-seasons/ 

           ~ Rose Skipper ~ 
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Singer Lake Bog Trip 

 On August 30th a group of Twinsburg Garden Club members enjoyed a field trip to Singer Lake Bog 

located west of the Akron-Canton Airport.  This beautiful private 344 acre area is owned by Cleveland’s 

Natural History Museum and used for conservation and educational purposes. The group  went on a two 

and a half hour guided tour through the bog.  The guides shared their knowledge of the plants and animals 

as well as the unusual soil that supports many of them.   The experience gave those who attended an ap-

preciation for the natural things around them.   




