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 OUR GARDEN PATHS 

October 2015 
 

Volume 10 Issue 8 

Celebrating over 51 Years of Service to the Community 

Meetings are held the 2nd 
Thursday of each month at 
Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 6:30 pm Sharp. 

 

Next Meeting  
October 8 - 6:30pm 

2015  
Garden-of- the-Week 

Presentation 
By 

Kristen Beason 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Victoria Fliegel - Oct. 1 
Pat  Miller - Oct. 2 
Ann Marie Spice - Oct . 9 
Marianne Pieramici - Oct. 13 
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Thank You Notes:  The club received thank you notes from the Twinsburg City School District for the 
River Birch we gave them, from Food-to-Share for our donation and from the First Congregational 
Church for the palm plants we donated. 
 
Officers Positions:  Positions will be open at the end of this year.  Open positions will be secretary, 
vice-president and treasurer/publicity. Nominations and voting will take place in November.  Karen 
Conrad will be stepping down this year and Denise Herman will taking her Co-President position. 
 
Community Project Questionnaire:  Sent out via email.  Sue read the comments, both positive and 
negative, that were received.  All activities can be worked on by everyone, so you can choose which 
activity you want to participate in.  Since everyone didn’t respond it was suggested that the question-
naire be sent out again.  Although Sue sends out emails each week members aren’t reading them. 
Only nine responded.  Sue expressed how important it is to receive feedback from members.  The 
purpose is to make our club better. 
 
Audit:  Laura Bartel audited the treasurer’s books 
and complimented Nancy for being well-organized 
and neat . 
 
Program:  Club member Kristen Beason led the 
members in making an air plant terrarium. 
 
Hostesses:  Naomi Stutzman 
          Ada Pollock 
 

  

September Meeting Notes 
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Autumn Views - Legends Trail Walk 

Sunday, October 11, 2015 - 2:00pm 
Location:  Liberty Park 

Intersection of Liberty & Post Roads 
Questions: Stanley Stine sstine@twinsburg.oh.us   

 

*   *   * 
 

4th Annual Twinsburg Clambake & Fall Festival 
Thursday, October 15, 2015 - 5:00pm - 8:00pm 
Location:  Twinsburg Town Square & Church St. 

All food must be preordered by 10/9/2015 
330-963-6249 or www.twinsburgchamber.com 

 

*   *   * 

 

Garden Forum of Greater Akron  
Annual Meeting  

Wednesday, November 11, 2015  
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church  

129 S. Union Street 
  Akron, OH 

Coffee & Pastries 8:30 am to 10:00am  
as Flower Show entries arrive  

Club Forum & Discussion 10:30am to 11:00am  
Luncheon begins at 11:15am - Cost:  $23.00  

Show chairman:  Mary Ann Ferguson-Rich, mafr43@hotmail.com or 330-630-9625  
Make checks payable to: Garden Forum of Greater Akron  

Mail to: Marie Modugno, 454 Notre Dame Avenue, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221  
Deadline : November 5 

Upcoming Events 
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The Naturalist News 
Planting with a Purpose                                              

The Story behind the Monarch Butterfly &          

Milkweed - by Stanley Stine 

 

September 22, 2015 - Over the last couple of years, national 
attention has been focused on the plight of the Monarch 
Butterfly, a species declining in numbers. One reason for 
this concerning decline is the lack of the caterpillar’s food 
source, milkweed. In Ohio, my research offered thirteen dif-
ferent species native to the state. So while planting Com-
mon Milkweed has unfortunately become an unfavorable 
addition for some gardeners since it spreads via roots and becomes aggressive, there are alterna-
tives. Generally, my naturalist friends and I recommend Swamp Milkweed in Northeast Ohio. When 
the female butterflies are ready to lay eggs (only on milkweeds) this species is flowering and fresh, 
so we find its use by the butterfly very common in our area. Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata) 
is not as aggressive and photos online show that even apartment dwellers can grow it in pots mak-
ing it convenient for anyone. The deep pink flowers waft a candy-like fragrance into the air that is at-
tractive to humans, too! If purchased as a potted plant, watch for a tag with only the common name 
(sometimes called Rose Milkweed) and the scientific name. Cultivated varieties are still of concern 
as to whether the butterfly will lay eggs on them or if the caterpillar will eat them. It’s best to be safe 
and buy any native perennial unaltered. This species is very easy to grow from seed, too, and does-
n’t require a “swamp” to do quite well. 

So why have so many Monarch Butterflies stopped to pay us a visit in Twinsburg? 

Well, Twinsburg parks have many milkweeds growing within them but less common are the native 
nectar sources for the adult butterflies as they make their way south during migration. Consider 
growing fall asters or late blooming sunflowers (native perennials) to help them along their journey. 
Thousands of Monarch Butterflies settled in our region recently, to await a northerly wind but were 
most easily seen where the above mentioned nectar plants dominated. Whatever plants you choose 
to grow from the options above, you’ll be planting with a purpose and possibly enjoying this beautiful 
butterfly and its caterpillar in the future. 

Questions about this topic:  Contact Stanley at: 
sstine@twinsburg.oh.us   

 

 

Reprinted from My Twinsburg, the official website of the City of 
Twinsburg:  http://www.mytwinsburg.com/348/Naturalist-News 
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Bringing the Garden Inside 
 Summer is quickly becoming a distant memory, but 
we don’t have to leave it all behind just yet.  We can con-
tinue to enjoy our garden plants well into the winter months. 
 Now is the perfect time to take cuttings from your 
mature coleus plants, before the weather gets too cold.  It’s 
very easy to root the plants in a jar or vase of water.  Cut off 
healthy stems to about 5 to 6 inches long.  Remove the 
leaves from the lower half of the stem.  Place the stems into 
a small vase or container of water.  Be sure to take more 
cuttings than you need because not all of them will survive.  
Place the container in an area with bright, indirect light and 
change the water every few days.  When the stems begin to 
set up roots, they can be transferred into soil.  Even if you 
choose not to plant the stems in soil, you can continue to 
enjoy them for many months by leaving them in water.  If 
you choose this option, you will need to pinch them back 
from time to time.  An added bonus to bringing your coleus inside is the wonderful colors they provide to com-
pliment your autumn decorating. 

 Dried hydrangea blossoms also make an attractive addi-
tion to your home during the fall and winter months. 
Late September or early October is the best time to take hydran-
gea cuttings for use in dried arrangements.  The best time to cut 
the stems is when the leaves have begun to change into their 
autumn colors.  You will want to cut blossoms that are on sturdy 
stems, otherwise the weight of the flower head will break the 
stem.  Cut the stems approximately 12 to 20 inches long, de-
pending on the size of the container you will be using for display.  
Strip off all the leaves, so only the stem and the flower head re-
main.  Although dried hydrangea arrangements look gorgeous on 
their own, they can also be complimented with dried grasses.  
The flower heads will remain full, but over time they will gradually 
lose their vibrant color.  If you wish to retain the vivid colors, the 
flower heads need to be treated with silica gel.  Here is a link to 
using silica gel (sand) to treat the flower heads:   
 

http://www.hydrangeashydrangeas.com/drying_silica.html 

Your dried hydrangea blossoms can also be used in your holi-
day decorations.  The dried blossom heads can be sprayed with 
silver or gold paint and arranged into displays or wreaths. 
 Coleus and hydrangeas are just a few of the plants in 
your garden that you can enjoy throughout the year. 
 
      Geni Spera 

 

http://www.hydrangeashydrangeas.com/drying_silica.html
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Make Your Own Terrarium 

At the September meeting Kristen  
Beason showed everyone how to make 
a beach - themed miniature air plant  
terrarium.    

Everyone en-
joyed them-
selves and 

had something 
special to take 

home and  
display or give 

as a gift.. 

Beautiful sea 
shells from Ha-
waii were used, 
some over 60 
years old. 


