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Next Meeting 

March 14 
with 

Karen Lakus,  
Historical Interpreter 

who will speak on 
“The Ohio and Erie Canal and 

How it Changed Northeast 
Ohio” 

 
 

        
HAPPY BIRTHDAY !!  

March 8 - Marti Franks 
 March 18 - Jean Myers 

       
 

March 2019 
Volume 13   Issue 2 

Meetings are held at Christ the King Lutheran Church  
10285 Ravenna Rd, Twinsburg, Ohio 
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 Gail Takacs joined the Twinsburg Garden Club in 1992, 27 years ago.  

She was one of the top three longest-term members.  Gail served as club presi-

dent in 1995 and 1996, and as co-president with her dear friend Catherine Tyler 

in 1998  and 1999.   She produced the club newsletter for several years, and 

served on several committees, like the plant sale and hostess committees.  She 

was awarded the Garden Club Lifetime Member in 2007, with a donation in her 

name to the GCO scholarship fund. 

 Gail had a long and successful career in public relations, including work-

ing at the Cleveland Health Museum and then the Cleveland Museum of Natural 

History.  In 2015 TGC had the opportunity to help with Twinsburg VFW Post 

4929’s Cost of Freedom project that brought a replica Vietnam Veterans Memori-

al Wall to Twinsburg. Gail used her professional PR skills and contacts to put the 

project in the media spotlight.  She secured print, radio, and television coverage, 

Her efforts made a tremendous impact on the success of the event that drew over 15,000 people over three 

days in July 2015.  In recognition of Gail’s “above and beyond” work on the project that was a real community 

effort, the club presented her with a special award in 2015—the first time that the club had ever done anything 

like that.  Gail really elevated the quality of TGC’s PR, and we still use her press release template today. 

 

Some random thoughts about Gail: 

 

 *She had a large wardrobe of hats and looked great in all of them 

 * I never saw her get mad or frustrated.  She was so easy going despite some recent health challeng-

es. She was always very polite and proper. 

 *TGC’s November meeting to make evergreen swags for city street signs is always fun.  Gail’s task at 

that meeting always seemed to be sweeping up the needles.  She wanted to keep everything tidy as we were 

making messes everywhere. She also was often hostess at that meeting and brought cheesecake.  Gail had 

a bit of a sweet tooth :)! 

 *  We went shopping at Sam’s Club for new glasses after her cataract surgery.  When we got there, 

she said “I wonder if they have any red ones…..I’ve always wanted red glasses”.  She tried on a few pairs of 

“blah” glasses, then spotted red ones.  She put them on, looked in the mirror, turned around and had the big-

gest smile on her face. They were perfect, and she looked great in them. 

 Gail was a great neighbor, a dedicated, hardworking garden club member, but most importantly, my 

friend.  Gail, I miss you      

      

    Virginia Schmidt 
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In Memorium—Gail Takacs 
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In Memorium 

Gail, we will miss you!! 
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February Meeting Minutes 
 

Co-President Valerie Wales called the meeting to order at 6:39 p.m. 
There were 27 members and one guest, Evelyn, present. 
 
Minutes for the October meeting were sent in the Newsletter by email.  
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Virginia Schmidt reported a checkbook balance 
around $3500.   Last year’s income increased and the plan for 2019 is to 
increase donations.  Judy Frohman has the password for Quicken and 
Sue Davis will be added to the checking account. Flora is preparing the 
audit. 
 
Fieldtrips:  Mary Gemlich shared information about a fieldtrip to see 
“Native Plants” at the Allen Theatre in May. 
 
Sue Davis reported that the program at the library on Feb. 10 was well 
attended and the spring native plant workshop will be on April 27at the 
Twinsburg  Community Center. 
 
Bylaws:  Co-President Judy Aplis  reviewed  proposed  changes to the 
Bylaws.  A motion was made to accept the changes, a vote was taken  
and it passed. 
 
GCO:  The GCO Convention will be held in Canton, Ohio in June.  Mem-
bers are encouraged to attend. 
 
If you are not receiving the Garden Greetings Magazine,  notify  Virginia. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:02p.m. 

Hostesses:  Kristen Beason, Judy Frohman and Marie Pillar. 

Program:  Kate Chapel, Tinker’s  Creek  Watershed  Coordinator, pre-
sented the program,  “Adapting  Your  Home Garden to Climate Change”. 
 
Laura Bianchi 
Secretary 
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Twinsburg Garden Club 

 
 
 

2019 Officers 
Co-Presidents:   
 Judy Aplis  
 Valerie Wales 
Vice President:   
 Margaret Weakland 
Secretary:   
 Laura Bianchi 
Treasurer:   
 Virginia Schmidt 
 

Memberships 

National Garden Club, Inc. 
President - Nancy Hargraves 
4401 Magnolia Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 83110 
 
Central Atlantic Region of  
National Garden Clubs, Inc.,  
 
Garden Club of Ohio, Inc. 
President - Deanna Stearns 
6820 Mapleridge Circle NW 
Canton, Ohio 44718 

 

~  ~  ~   
If you have any news items 
or photos for the newsletter  

please contact   
Judy Aplis, Editor 

jcaplis1204@aol.com 
216-970-8838 

 

~  ~  ~   
Mission Statement 
The mission of the  

Twinsburg Garden Club  
is to promote interest in all  

aspects of gardening and the 
environment, and to  
encourage activities  

that enhance and  
enrich our community. 
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Upcoming Area Events 
 

Rain Garden Installation                                                                                                     
Tinkers Creek Water Shed Partners                                                                      

Earth Day 2019 -  Wednesday, April 17, 2019                                                                                    
10075 Ravenna Rd. , Twinsburg, OH                                                                                            

Various shifts available:  10am-12pm, 12pm-2pm, 2pm-4pm                                                                         
For more information www.tinkerscreek.org or 330-963-6243 

The 5th Annual                                                                                                               
Native Plants: Gardening with a Purpose                                                               

Saturday, April 27, 2019                                                                                                     
Presented by Twinsburg Garden Club and the City of Twinsburg                                                                 

at  the Twinsburg Community Center                                                                                           

Next Silent Spring                                                                                                           
Free event presented by Northeast Ohio Sierra Club                                                                 

To commemorate Earth Day 2019                                                                                                
Sunday, April 28, 2019 from 2 - 4pm                                                                                    

Cleveland Museum of Art Recital Hall                                                                                         
For more information contact                                                                                                 

Laurel Hopwood at lhopwood @roadrunner.com 

Garlic Mustard Invasive Species Pull                                                                                        
Tuesday, May 21, 2019                                                                                                        

Bedford Reservation, Hemlock Creek Picnic Area                                                                          
14800 Button Rd.,  Walton Hills                                                                                              

For more information www.tinkerscreekwatershed.org or 330-963-6243 

  90th Annual                                                                                                              
Garden Club of Ohio 2019 Convention                                                                         

Wednesday, June 6 - Friday, June 8, 2019                                                                         
Canton, Ohio                                                                                                                 

Registration deadline:  May 1, 2019                                                                                          
Mail check and registration form to:  Sue Ann Vogt,                                                                          

5624 Cookie Lane, Cincinnati, Ohio                                                                                           
Make checks payable to: Garden Club of Ohio 2019 Convention Fund 
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February Meeting Program 

6 

Kate Chapel, Tinkers Creek Watershed Coordinator, gave a very en-
lightening presentation at our February meeting on how to adapt our 
home gardens to climate change. She spoke about how the climate 
of Northeast Ohio is changing, what is causing the changes and how 
we can help to minimize this problem.  She told us that the erratic 
weather we’ve been having is a symptom of climate change and will 
only get worse unless we make some changes. Kate is available to 
come to your home to consult with you on your garden.  You can 
contact her at kchapel@tinkerscreekwatershed.org.or at  
330-963-6243.  
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Important Reminders - Please Read 

 

We Can Do It!! 
We collected another 36 pounds of food  at our 

February meeting,  giving us a total of 1221 pounds 

collected so far. We have the rest of this year in 

which to reach our goal which is to collect the 

weight of our club members in food. We have 61 

members and with each member weighing 100 

pounds, the total we need to reach by the end of 

2019 is 6100 pounds.  That means we have 4879 

pounds to go.  I know that sounds overwhelming, 

but we can do it.  We will continue to have a collec-

tion container at each meeting for your donations.  

Just remember how important it is to have nonper-

ishable food staples on the shelves of our local 

food pantries to help those in need..  The generosi-

ty of our TGC members has been very much  

appreciated and we  look forward to your  

continued support. 

A big thank you to Adelle Nykaza and Lynn Wyse 

for delivering the February donations to the  

local shelter. 

Annual VFW Lunch 
Don’t forget to bring personal hy-

giene items, pens, notepads, games, 

etc. to help fill the goodie bags that 

will be given to the veterans at the 

luncheon in April  (date to be deter-

mined) to take back to the VA Hospi-

tal.  There will be a collection con-

tainer at the March meeting for your 

donations.  We will let you know the 

date of the luncheon as soon as it is 

announced.  Thanks in advance for 

your generous support for our very 

deserving vets. 

Seeds of Friendship 
 GCO member clubs are once again participating in the seed collection program sponsored by  

Partners in Conservation from the Columbus Zoo to help the villagers who live near the mountain gorillas  

in Rwanda . 

 The seeds or a monetary donation need to be received in Columbus in early April, so please bring 

seeds to the March TGC meeting. The following seeds are needed and must be dated 2019:  green cab-

bage, tomatoes, carrots, green peppers, bush green beans, onions, cosmos and zinnias - all colors. 

These are the only seeds accepted.  

 Please help the families of Rwanda so that they may have fresh and nutritious produce to feed to 

their families and to the children of the local orphanage.  

 Make checks payable to Garden Club of Ohio and indicate that it is for Seeds of Friendship.  
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Reasons to Plant Native 

 
• Low maintenance - plant and forget! 
• Adapted for Ohio - require less water, resistant to cold weather 
• Provides highest quality nutrition to birds 
• No need to clean/maintain like traditional birdfeeders 
• Add beauty and color in winter 
• Provide nesting and roosting spaces 
• Flowers provide food for pollinators in spring 
• Most economical way to landscape long-term 
 
 
 
 
 

Native Plant Suggestions for Winter Birds 
 

       Trees: 
                 -  American persimmon 
                -  American crabapple 

     -  Oak species 
 
     Shrubs: 
            -  Dogwood species 
            -  Winterberry holly 
            -  Staghorn sumac 
            -  Northern bayberry 
                                       -  Cranberrybush viburnum  
 

         Flowers: 
                 -  Purple coneflower 
                -  Black-eyed Susan 

Native Plant Suggestions  

From the TGC Educational Series held in February on “Everyday Gardening.” 


