
 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday! 

Nancy Kinser -- August 4  
Karen Murphy -- August 7  
Karen Conrad -- August 19 
 Sharon Yates -- August 20  

Kristen Beason -- August 25  
Marcia Carsten -- August 29  
Michele Casto -- August 30  
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TGC WINS AWARDS  
FROM  

NATIONAL  
GARDEN CLUBS INC.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Twinsburg Garden Club was honored with the fol-
lowing awards by National Garden Clubs Inc.: 

 
FIRST PLACE  

Conservation Education 
Awarded for our Gardening with a Purpose Educational 
Series:  Everyday Gardening program at the Twinsburg 
Public Library & our Native Plant Workshop and Plant 
Sale at the Twinsburg Community Center. 

 
CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 

Community Beautification 
Awarded for our annual project to beautify the City of 
Twinsburg with holiday evergreen swags. 
 

FIRST PLACE  
Photography, Container Garden 

Awarded to Virginia Schmidt for her photograph of her 
colorful container garden. 
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 Twinsburg Garden Club 
www.twinsburg-garden-club.org 

  

Officers 
Co-Presidents:   
 Judy Aplis  
 Rose Skipper 
Vice President:   
 Sue Davis 
Secretary:   
 Flora Carnabuci 
Treasurer:   
 Virginia Schmidt 
 

Memberships 

National Garden Club, Inc. 
President - Gay L. Austin 
405 Marion Avenue 
McComb, MS 39648 
 
Central Atlantic Region of  
National Garden Clubs, Inc.,  
Director - Gail Corle 
26 Mansion Boulevard 
Altoona , PA 11602 
 
Garden Club of Ohio, Inc. 
President - Mary Lou Smith 
10325 Marvin Road 
Harrison, OH 45030 

 

~  ~  ~ 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the  

Twinsburg Garden Club  
is to promote interest in all  

aspects of gardening and the 
environment, and to  
encourage activities  

that enhance and  
enrich our community. 

 

~  ~  ~ 

If you have any news items or 
photos for the newsletter  

please contact   
Judy Aplis, Editor 

jcaplis1204@aol.com 
216-970-8838 

  
  

 
 
 

MEMBERS ONLY 
PERENNIAL PLANT SALE 

 

We had a great response to our inquiry and I’m excited to announce that we 
will be holding a Members Only plant sale next month.   This will give us an 
opportunity to split and divide any of those plants we have and donate them 
to the Club and then sell to members at extremely reasonable prices.   If you 
have bulbs or seeds you want to donate, those are fine as well.   So let’s 
start potting up those plants in the next week or so, as we want them to be 
healthy looking next month.   
 

For those who have items to donate, please send an email to me:   
Rose Skipper @ rskipper1218@gmail.com listing the name and quantity of 
each type of plant you have.    I  will then compile a list of what is available 
and will send it out to all members prior to the plant sale.  That way every-
one will know what is available for purchase.   Please send this information 
to me by Wednesday, 8/26.  Also, if there is a particular perennial you are 
looking for, please let me know.   We’ll include that information as well – 
maybe a member can split a plant and provide you with a piece of it. 
 

We will hold the sale on the afternoons of Thursday, 9/10 and Friday, 9/11 
from 4-7 PM at the Freeman Barn, next to the Historical Society, 8996 Dar-
row Road.  Plants can be dropped at the Barn on Wednesday afternoon, 9/9, 
or if that doesn’t work for you, we can make alternate arrangements.   
We will, of course, maintain social distancing for this event and will put to-

gether a schedule for those who will be purchasing plants.  This will ensure 

we have just a couple people present when making their plant purchases.    

Thank you and if you have any questions, please contact me. 

 

Rose Skipper 

mailto:rskipper1218@gmail.com


 

 
 
 
 

Several TGC members are raising monarchs this 
year!  Kristen Beason and Geni Spera are sharing 

their stories of being, as Kristen Beason says, 
“Monarch Mamas”! 

 
 
 

 
 
Netted habitat and small plastic cage that we keep outdoors, unless there is heavy rainfall predicted.   
 

 
 

Kristen’s Story 
 

The Beasons became fans of raising Mon-
archs thanks to Virginia.  Last summer, she 
pointed out an egg on my milkweed plant 
and we were hooked!   
 
We raised a total of 10 Monarchs in 2019 
and this year it looks like we will have 
raised 12.  I purchased the netted butterfly 
habitat from Amazon for less than $15 and 
it has held up well for the last two years.  
 
 We have a small plastic cage for the egg 
and “just hatched” stage.  Once the caterpil-
lars are larger, we move them to the netted 
habitat and they will continue to eat and 
poop for 7-10 days.    

 
Move in day!  These larger cater-
pillars have upgraded from the 
plastic cage to the habitat.  We 
never touch the caterpillars be-
cause you can harm them if they 
are in the process of molt-
ing.  When they molt, they are 
inactive and don’t eat. 
Placing wet pieces of paper tow-
els at the ends of the milkweed 
leaves help to keep the leaves 
fresher for a longer peri-
od.  Usually, each caterpillar will 
eat a leaf of common milkweed 
per day.   
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At around the  10 day 
point, the caterpillar 
will climb to the top of 
the habitat and go into 
J hang.  They remain in 
this position for about a 
day or two. This is the 
last time they will look 
like a caterpil-
lar.  Unfortunately, we 
have never witnessed 
the process of the 
chrysalis being formed.  

The new chrysa-
lis has a beautiful 
jadeite color with 
gold flecks.  The 
one on the right 
is about to 
emerge.  You can 
tell that process 
is about to hap-
pen when the top 
of the chrysalis 
starts to 
split.  Once that 
happens, it takes 
only a few 
minutes for the 
Monarch to 
emerge. 

Kristen continued 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy Birthday! A beautiful 
Monarch is here and will 
cling to the chrysalis for a 
couple of hours until its 
wings are dry and able to 
fly. 
 
 During this process, the 
Monarch will leak a dis-
charge that looks bloody, 
but we use the technical 
term, “Monarch Juice.” 
Their abdomen is filled with 
this juice when they first 
emerge and it is then 
pumped into their wings. 

 
Our first Monarch of 
2020 and it’s a boy! 
You can tell it’s a 
male by the two dots 
on the lower 
wings.  Females do 
not have the dots and 
the veining is thicker 
on the female 
wings.   

We try to release the Monarchs on our zin-
nias, so they can get some nectar before 
flying away.  If rain is in the forecast, it’s 
better to delay their release.  

One of our girls on a Black Eyed Susan. 

Kristen continued 



 

 
 
 
 

 
Geni’s Story 

 
This is my first year trying to raise mon-
arch butterflies, and it has been quite 
the experience.  It wasn't originally 
something I planned on until I saw two 
large caterpillars on my milkweed plants 
outside.  
 
 Unfortunately, by the time I had a cage 
to put them in, there was only one left.  
In the wild, only one or two out of a 
hundred eggs survive to become butter-
flies . 

It has been both interesting and chal-
lenging.  The amount of food a full 
grown caterpillar can eat is amazing.  
With eleven large caterpillars at one 
time, I was going out three times a day 
to replenish their food supply....and 
cleaning the cage twice a day!  
 
As the food goes in one end, there is 
an endless stream of little balls coming 
out the other end.  It seemed that eve-
ry time I went out to get more stems 
for the caterpillars, I came back in with 
another tiny caterpillar or several 
leaves with eggs.  

How many baby caterpillars can you find in the 

photo? I created a bush for them from cut stems 

of milkweed. (There’s pieces and parts of eight 

showing, have eleven on there all together.) 



 

 
 
 
 

For the eggs and the new-

borns, I use a damp paper 

towel and put one plate 

upside down over the oth-

er to keep out the larger 

cats (left).  I then transfer 

the larger cats to the mesh 

enclosure.  Shown to the 

right in the enclosure is a 

live milkweed plant in a 

pot, but I also have used 

individual leaves on a plate 

or milkweed stems in a 

vase.   

I keep the different sizes of caterpillars separat-
ed because the larger caterpillars will eat the 
smaller ones if they get in the way. It's also very 
interesting how quickly they change from one 
stage to another. The intervals between molts 
are called instars.  
 
Monarchs go through five instars. Approximate 
length of body at each stage: 1st instar, 2-6mm; 
2nd instar, 6-9mm; 3rd instar, 10-14mm; 4th 
instar, 13-25mm; 5th instar, 25-45mm.   
 
Can you believe how tiny this little guy to the 
left  is?? 

Geni continued 



 

 
 
 
 

• When the caterpillar is ready to change into the 
chrysalis stage, it stops eating and climbs to the 
top of the cage.  It then knits a very strong web 
to attach to the mesh of the cage.  Although you 
can only see a small white button, it is actually a 
very fine mesh web of approximately an inch in 
diameter. Once the web is completed, the 
butterfly turns around and attaches its hind end 
to the web and hangs its body down from it in a 
"J" shape.  

•  They do not like to be disturbed at this point 
and, if they are, they draw their body up into a 
tight ball.  After about 12 hours hanging like this, 
their antennae hang straight down and become 
twisted.  It is a signal that the caterpillar is about 
to shed its caterpillar skin and become a chrysa-
lis.  Once the outer skin starts to split, it takes 
less than two minutes for the pupa to complete-
ly emerge from the caterpillar jacket.  They hang 
in this position for about 10 days.   

• When the butterfly is ready to emerge, the shell 
that encloses them turns from green to clear 
and you can see the colors of the butterfly.  
When this happens it will soon be cracking the 
shell and climbing out.  I have yet to see one ac-
tually crack the shell because the process is so 
quick.  

 Once out of the shell, the butterflies wings 
are very short and curled.  It takes about 
two hours for the wings to become fully ex-
panded and dry.  Once they start flapping 
their wings, I take them outside and watch 
them take their first flight.  It is with a sense 
of sadness and hope that I watch them lift 
into the sky and disappear, sending with 
them my wishes for a safe journey to Mexi-
co so they can start the cycle all over again. 

Geni continued 


