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Welcome to new member 
Lynette Martin 

Please join us for out monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, June 8, 2022 at 6:30pm 
at the Twinsburg Community Center 

Our speaker will be 

 
Betsy Kollman Bresky of  
Kollman’s Greenhouse  

 
Betsy will be discussing  

considerations for planting in  
Ohio’s zone 6A area and how to  

help plants during periods of  
extreme heat 



 

 
 

2022 May Meeting Minutes 
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 Twinsburg Garden Club 
www.twinsburg-garden-club.org 

 
 

Officers 
 
Co-Presidents:   
 Rose Skipper 
Vice President:   
  
Secretary:   
 Geni Spera 
Treasurer:   
 Denise Herman 

 

 

Memberships 

 
National Garden Club, Inc. 
President - Mary Warshauer 
57 Buena Vista Avenue 
Rumson, NJ 07760 
 
Central Atlantic Region of  
National Garden Clubs, 
Inc.,  
Director - Betty Cookendorfer 
10659 New Biddinger Rd. 
Harrison, OH 45030 
 
Garden Club of Ohio, Inc. 
President - Marlene Hatton 
10386 North Pond Lane 
Twinsburg, OH 44087 

 

~  ~  ~ 

Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the  
Twinsburg Garden Club  

is to promote interest in all  
aspects of gardening and the 

environment, and to  
encourage activities  

that enhance and  
enrich our community. 

 

~  ~  ~ 

If you have any news items or 
photos for the newsletter  

please contact   
Judy Aplis, Editor 

jcaplis1204@aol.com 
216-970-8838 

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by President Rose Skipper at 
6:35 PM 

 
WELCOME MEMBERS & GUESTS:  19 people were in attendance, including guest 
Amy Green recruited from this month’s plant sale. Marlene Hatton introduced her two 
special guests; Carol Johnson, GCO Designer; and Debra Turner, 2

nd
 Vice President of 

GCO.   

HOSTESSES: Thank you to hostesses Pat Miller and Geni Spera 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Due to Denise Herman being out of town, there was no 
Treasurer’s report available. 
 
APPROVAL OF APRIL MINUTES: Minutes from the April meeting were approved.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Scholarship Program:   
Pat Miller advised that she has revised the scholarship application form.  The commit-
tee received no applications for this year’s scholarship, therefore there will be no schol-
arship given for 2022. They will reach out to the community earlier next year and work 
more closely with the high school guidance department. 
Plant Sale:    
Donations of plants from member gardens were lower this year than in the past. Only 
approximately 25% of members either donated plants or helped with the sale. Rose 
advised that next year we will get volunteers to help dig plants from gardens of mem-
bers who are unable to dig the plants themselves. There were very few plants left over 
after this year’s sale. 
 
Rose commended Denise Herman and Mary Ann Halfhill for the fantastic job they did 
decorating the display case at the library to help promote our plant sale. She also gave 
a special “thank you” to Virginia Schmidt for all her help. 
 
Between the plant sale and the pre-sale, we realized a $3,500 profit after expenses. 
Part of the proceeds from the sale will be used to replace the tent that the club uses for 
events as it was destroyed during the sale due to high winds. 
 
Mary Griffith commented on the cute little succulents in seashells which were very pop-
ular at the sale.  Lynn Wyse donated the plants and Pat Miller donated the shells. 
 
If you purchased presale vouchers for hanging baskets from Kollman’s, you should  
stop by soon to pick them up as inventory is decreasing. 
 
GCO Bus Trip: 
Donna Patz advised that the June 22, GCO bus trip still has some seats available.  
Since we will have the bus until 5:00, they are looking into adding a stop at a garden 
center in the Mansfield area. 
 
Native Plant Project: 
The project is confirmed for June 15, 4:30 PM. Kate Chapel, the watershed coordinator 
for Tinker’s Creek Watershed Partners is leaving her position but is still going to help 
with the project.  Volunteers will be needed to help dig and plant that day.  A sign-up 
sheet was passed around. 
 
Programming Update: 
The July speaker on composting has been cancelled due to lack of interest in the sub-
ject.  Marlene Hatton will be doing a presentation at the meeting regarding the flower 
show. 
 
 

Minutes continued on next page. 
. 

 



 

 
 

2022 May Meeting Minutes continued   
September’s meeting for our hands-on project will be changed.  The bee speaker has been cancelled as it was not popu-
lar.  Rose is considering other ideas, including a seed bomb made with native plant seeds.  Anyone who has other sug-
gestions for hands-on projects, was asked to please email their ideas to Rose. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Local Garden Club Plant Sales: 
Virginia Schmidt announced that the Nordonia Hills Garden Club will be holding their plant sale on Saturday, May 21, 
and it will be located at the Macedonia Service Center.  The Richfield Garden Club plant sale will be held on Saturday, 
June 4. 
 
Twinsburg VFW Planters: 
The Twinsburg Garden Club will be donating plants for the large planters located outside at the VFW Hall.  They are tra-
ditionally filled with red, white, and blue flowering plants. 
 
SPEAKER PRESENTATION:   
Pat Miller introduced Geoff Kennedy, from Summit County Master Gardeners, who did a presentation on container gar-
dening.  Geoff’s discussion focused on small space vegetable gardening. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:41 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Geni Spera, Secretary 
 

Next Month’s Meeting – Wednesday, June 8 
Betsy Kollman Bresky of Kollman’s Greenhouse will be discussing considerations for planting 

in Ohio’s zone 6A area and how to help plants during periods of extreme heat 
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Bev, Valerie and Loretta concentrate 
on the meeting. 

We were very happy to welcome Mar-
lene’s two guests:  Carol Johnson  and 

Debra Turner to our meeting. 

Above middle:  Pat introduced our 
speaker, Geoff Kennedy from Sum-
mit  County Master Gardeners. 

Above:  Geoff gave us many tips for 
container gardening and small space 
vegetable gardening. 
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Herb Garden 

 It is a miracle of spring each 
year to see the sad, dead looking 
ground burst into vigorous green 
growth.  Did anyone ever measure 
the amount of energy the plants 
produce to do this?  Awesome!  
 The Hops already reached 
the top of the trellis, and the bi-
annual Angelicas look like plants on 
steroids.  The blooms of the annual 
self-seeding Chamomile covers 
large areas. You can't tell them 
where to grow.  The Winter Savor-
ies recovered after a good cutback and False Indigo, 
Chives and Valeriana are providing the first colors.  
Milkweed pops up where it wants and we welcome it 
as provisions for the Monarchs.   
 All of this beauty is cared for by the dedicated 
garden club volunteers: Laura Bianchi, Mary Ann Half-
hill, Donna Patz, Beth Libertine, Sally Pate and our new-
est volunteer, Annikka Banerjee, a student at Twinsburg 
High School.  There will be two more THS students vol-
unteering in the Herb Garden, as well.   
 A big thanks you to all of our volunteers for their 
help.  It is greatly appreciated! 
 
     Rita Gabrovsek 



 

 
 

         
         When we started planning for this year’s plant sale, we had a 
few discussions on how we would proceed, as we honestly didn’t know 
what to expect as far as turnout.  COVID forced us to take a two-
year hiatus from the sale and we hoped that people would come back 
and support the Club but we weren’t sure to what extent.   
 For those who weren’t at the sale, the morning was very chilly 
and quite a bit windy and that had some of us concerned.   But then 
people started showing up and a line was forming outside the Barn.  
At first, I was surprised at the response but then I thought about it 
and reminded myself that we live in Twinsburg and our residents al-
ways come through for us.   This year was no exception, and we had 

one of the most profitable plant sales in our Club’s history, with a profit of $3,671.00.   
 We will need to purchase a new tent for next year’s sale, as the wind just couldn’t stay calm 
and , a huge wind gust completely destroyed our tent. but our cashiers, Mary Griffith, Kristen Beason 
and Chris Beason (with his arm in a sling recovering from shoulder surgery) were unharmed.  Other 
than that minor expense, the majority of our revenue will go towards the Twinsburg Scholarship Fund 
for next year. 
 Special thanks this year to both Virginia Schmidt and Sue Davis, who contributed many native 
plants for the sale, which are always in high demand for our attendees. 
 I also wanted to share something with the Club that I think is pretty special.   I received an 
email from a new Twinsburg resident who asked if we were going to have any peony bushes at the sale.  
I have some in my yard but hadn’t thought about splitting them.  The resident went on further to ex-
plain that she and her family purchased a home that is more than 100 years old and she wanted some 
peonies for her yard as it was a childhood memory.  It just happens that the peony bushes that I have 
in my yard came from my grandmother who lived in Cleveland Heights, and then cuttings went to my 
dad’s gardens in Macedonia where the peonies thrived for more than 50 years, and then I got some for 
my yard, so they have been passed on through three generations.   I thought it would be great to have 
my grandmother’s peony bushes on a Twinsburg resident’s 100+ year old property so I dug up 8 plants 
for her and she bought them at the sale.  I hope they are doing well in their new home.  I was invited 
to stop by and check on them and may do just that!!  

          Rose Skipper 
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 Thanks to Chris Beason, Kristen Beason and Mary Griffith, our 
plant sale cashiers. 

Just a few of the beautiful plants we had for sale. 



 

 
 

Plant Sale 

The workers in the front row are Laura Bianchi, Sue Davis, Virginia 
Schmidt, Pat Miller, Marlene Hatton, Adele Nykaza, in the back row 
Susan Gay, Rose Skipper, and Lynette Martin. 

Thanks to Lynn Wyse for donating these beautiful succulents. 

Pat and Kristen tried unsuccessfully to save the wind 
damaged tent frame. 

 

A big thanks to Kristen for making this beauti-
ful sign. It definitely drew people in. 
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Gardening Tip 

PLANT NATIVE SPECIES 
 
 Native plants make a beautiful addition to a garden.  They contribute greatly to 
healthy soil and water.  Native plants are hardier and more resistant to pests, require less wa-
ter and keep the air cleaner.  Natural landscapes do not require mowing, eliminating the air 
pollution emitted by gas powered lawn mowers.  Native plants provide shelter and food for 
wildlife and support pollinators.  They also attract birds to your garden. 
 Eliminate invasive species from your yard.  Invasive species compete directly with 
native species for moisture, sunlight, nutrients and space.  Their seeds are often distributed 
by birds, wind, or unknowingly by humans, allowing seeds to move great distances.  Some 
invasive species have aggressive root systems that spread long distances from a single plant.  
These root systems often grow so densely that they smother the root systems of surrounding 
vegetation.  Some invasives produce chemicals in their leaves or root systems which inhibit 
the growth of other plants around them. 
 Take steps to fight invasive plants and preserve the plant species native to your re-
gion.  Do not pick and transport wildflowers without knowing if they are protected or inva-
sive.  Do not camp or drive in weed infested areas.  If you spot an invasive plant in your 
yard, identify the species, and find instructions on how to correctly eliminate it.  
 
           From Developing Friendly Habits:  One Week at a Time  
              By Kate Valentine with Rose Jancsy 

 

Black-Eyed Susan Bee Balm (Monarda) Asclepias tuberosa 


