Celebrating over 51 Years of Service to the Community

April 2015

OUR GARDEN PATHS

Meetings are held the 2nd
Thursday of each month at
Christ the King Lutheran
Church, 6:30 pm Sharp.
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Stark County Master Gardener
speaking on
“Popular Garden Tools:
Care and Use”

NEW MEETING LOCATION: Our April meeting will be held at — Christ
the King Lutheran Church, 10285 Ravenna Road. The church is
located in front of Dodge Middle School. Parking is behind the
church. Enter at the double doors in the center of the building and
take the hallway to the left.

Welcome to Our Newest Members
Nancy Shellito
Valerie Wales
Sherry Ratliff

Happy Birthday!
April 3—Marge Roberts
April 9—Lynn Sterling
April 21—Marie Pillar
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March Meeting Notes
Cost of Freedom Event:
 Sue talked about printing flyers to get the word out about the “Cost of Freedom” event.
 All of the trees, plants and shrubs required for this event were donated. Virginia, Rose and
Sue are working on that.
 Leah Onyski, a landscape designer with Petitti’s, will be designing the area for the Cost of
Freedom. Her plan is to design a Vietnamese village and jungle and incorporate plants and
flowers among the vendors.
 Seventy-two planter boxes have been purchased and are being stored at Naomi’s. The plan
is to plant red, white and blue annuals in them. We haven’t gotten donations yet for the flowers. If we don’t, the club will purchase them. The flowers need to be planted prior to the
event to get them established. Low growing plants that are able to withstand the heat and
direct sun are best.
 What happens to the plants, trees and shrubs after the event? Sue suggested three possibilities:
1. City areas - V.F.W.- renaming of the Veteran’s Park.
2. Local schools.
3. Around the city and parks.
 Gail sent her first “Cost of Freedom” release for approval.
 Karen Conrad spoke about the V.F.W thanking us for our participation, as well as the military first responders, medical personnel and the police.
“Betting on Bugs: Plants and Pollinators” Event:
A list will be sent around to sign-up be a hostess and/or bring pastries for this free workshop on Sunday, April 19th.
Cosmos & Damian Food Pantry Donations:
Karen Conrad reminded everyone that a basket will be brought to every meeting for donations for the Cosmos &
Damian’s Food Pantry.
Flower Show:
Remember that any house plants that you want to enter in the Flower Show must have been in your possession for at
least 90 days which means that you need to have them by April 18th. Annual and perennial seedlings/plants just have to
be grown to maturity by the exhibit.
Seeds of Friendship Reminder:
Bring in seed packets for Seeds of Friendship and Karen Fullerman will send them to the organization.
Hostesses: Denise Herman and Connie Solomon
Program: The Schneider Healing Garden at the University Hospitals Seidman Cancer Center presented by Melissa M.
O’Grady, MLIS.
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Upcoming Events
The Twinsburg Parks & Recreation Department
and the
Twinsburg Garden Club Present

Betting on Bugs: Plants & Pollinators,
The Importance of a System
~FREE WORKSHOP~
Sunday, April 19, 2015
1:00pm—4:30pm
Twinsburg Community Center Multipurpose Room
10260 Ravenna Road
To register for event, call 330-963-8722
Presenters: Stanley Stine, Twinsburg Naturalist & Meghan Doran, Gardener - Naturalist
“Government agencies and private conservation organizations now call our attention to the plight of the Monarch Butterfly and note the danger, due to loss of honeybees and our native bees, as we lose sight of systems which make our lives sustainable. Learn to look at six-legged species differently, as well as other
buggy creatures, and how we can make their lives sustainable by planting their food plants in our surroundings.” -Stanley Stine
Light refreshments will be served.

~ ~ ~
Twinsburg Garden Club Plant Sale
Once again the club is offering members the opportunity to purchase select plants at discount prices prior
to the plant sale. Check out the preorder form listing available plants and prices that was emailed to
members.
All orders must be place by Monday, April 27th.
Pick-up date is Friday, May 8th from 3—6pm.
Make checks payable to TCG and send to Virginia Schmidt.
If you have any questions contact Rose Skipper at: rskipper@windstream.net
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Garden Club of Ohio Convention
The Twinsburg Garden Club rocked at this year’s Garden Club of Ohio convention! Ada Pollock, Marlene Hatton, Sue Davis and Virginia Schmidt attended the
event at Deer Creek Lodge & Conference Center in Mt. Sterling. TGC brought home
seven first place awards, two second place awards, three third place awards, and
two Honorable Mentions. In addition, we won Second Place overall in the Large Club
Division! Congratulations to all members who worked hard on our projects. Next
year, let’s do even better!
The convention featured educational seminars on sustainability, soils, simplifying
your garden, and the plight of the monarch. TGC attendees brought back many
ideas for future projects and met lots of interesting and friendly fellow gardeners.
Marlene Hatton was elected as GCO’s Akron District Director, and she will be working
directly with First Vice President Deanna Stearns as she assists Akron area clubs to
grow and prosper. Virginia Schmidt was appointed to the GCO board as the Legislative representative, and will keep GCO and member clubs aware of lawmakers’ activities that may affect the environment.
The 2016 convention will be in the Dayton area and all TGC members are welcome
and encouraged to attend.
Virginia Schmidt
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Homemade Rose Spray
Roses are a beautiful addition to any garden, but
they require time and constant attention to keep
them free of pests and diseases. At The Hershey
Gardens in Hershey, Pennsylvania there are more
than 5,000 rose bushes for visitors to enjoy. To
keep their roses looking beautiful, they recommend
spraying all roses once every 7 to 10 days to control insects and fungus. They usually spray immediately after a rain, as well. Although they use a
chemical spray on roses in the main garden, in the Children’s Garden they use a non
-toxic safe spray they created. It can also be used on other plants. It’s simple and it
works. Here is the recipe:
Mix one tablespoon vinegar with one cup water.
Add one and a half tablespoons baking soda.
Add one tablespoon each of dish soap and vegetable oil (or any cooking oil).
Add all of this to one gallon water.
Spray on plants’ foliage.
If you have questions you can contact Jamie Shiffler, Grounds and Horticulture Operations Manager at hersheygardens.org
Karen Fullerman
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The Amazing Honeybee
“When I retire I thought about having a bee hive or bat house, something I could take care
of. So I took out books on beekeeping and realized I needed to know
more about the bee itself. My article is on the honey bee itself and later
I would l love to do another article on beekeeping. “ ~~Denise Herman
Honey bees are most known for their honey, but it is their pollination
that makes them so important. Honey bees represent only a small fraction of the roughly 20,000 known species of bees. They are European in
origin and were brought to the United States by early settlers.
The honey bee is the only creature that manufacturers food for humans other than humans
themselves. They can pollinate a substantial amount of the plants that humans consume;
nearly two-thirds of the major U.S. species of crops. We can
thank bees for coffee, chocolate, tomatoes, cotton and much
more.
Bees are also vital for the pollination of clover and alfalfa, two
major crops that feed cattle and other grazing animals. In the
United States alone, over one hundred crops need or benefit
from bees. In parts of the world where they have no bee population humans are hired to do hand pollination with a paint brush or hand-held mini vibrators.
It’s very tedious, time consuming work.
The queen bee can live for three to five years, but worker bees
only live for about six weeks during the summer and up to four
to nine months in the winter months. Bees accomplish so
much in such a short life span that we need to protect them. A
honey bee crisis can be a human crisis as well.

This is a shortened version of Denise’s very interesting article. For more information check out her resources:
The Bee: A Natural History by Noah Wilson - Rich, www.buzzaboutbees.net, www.ted.com/ talks/
marla_spivak_why_bees_are_disappearing, http:animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/bugs
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Spring Project
Growing Potatoes in Containers
Have you ever had potatoes that started sprouting green shoots because you did not use them in time? This
is a great way to still be able to enjoy these potatoes.
Container
You can grow potatoes in any container. The larger the pot, the more potatoes you can grow. I used red potatoes because that’s what I had sprouting, but I also thought that since they are a smaller potato they would
not outgrow the container as fast. Whatever you use for a container, make sure it has good drainage.
Potting Soil/Compost
Use a high quality potting soil, preferably organic. Remember, you’re going to be eating these! You can also
mix in a few handfuls of organic fertilizer for added nutrition, like bone meal, fish meal, or seaweed.
Preparation
Cut the potatoes in quarters or halves. Each piece should have two or three eyes on it. Allow the cuts to callous over. The exposed portions should dry out within 24 hours.
Planting
Cover the bottom of your pot with broken clay pot pieces or small stones. Fill your pot with 4 to 6 inches of
your growing medium. Lightly pat the medium down with your hands to make sure that the soil is solid and
firm enough to hold the potatoes in place so that they do not sink as they get heavier. Place your seed potatoes in the pot. The majority of the eyes should face upward. Space the tubers evenly apart and do not overcrowd the pot. As a general guide, a pot with a diameter of twelve inches should only contain about three
seed potatoes. Cover them with three to four inches of soil. Water lightly.
Daily Care, Sun & Water
Potatoes need at least 6 - 8 hours of sun a day and consistent water to grow. Keep the soil moist, not wet. If
the soil is too dry, the plants will die; too wet, the potatoes will rot. If the moisture level is inconsistent, your
spuds will be misshapen (but still edible!). Once your potato plants have grown to about six inches, “hill"
them by adding a couple of inches of growing medium around the plants. Be careful not to break the plants
while doing this. You will be covering some of the leaves, but at least 2/3 of the plant with leaves should be
sticking out of the soil. Repeat this process of adding the soil/compost mix a few times more as your plants
grow or until your soil reaches the top of your container. Potato plants grow fast, so keep an eye on them
and don't let them get ahead of you.
Harvesting
Wait until the foliage turns yellow and is dying back to harvest your potatoes. The easiest way to do this is to
turn the container over and dump it out into a wheelbarrow or onto a tarp. Then, you can freely paw through
the soil to find all of the potatoes. You may find some really tiny potatoes, but don't chuck them. These can
be some of the best and sweetest (and cutest!) potatoes. Cook your potatoes or store them and enjoy!
Deborah Ridgeway
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