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OUR GARDEN PATHS

Meetings are held the 2nd
Thursday of each month at
Christ the King Lutheran
Church at 6:30 pm Sharp

Volume 11 Issue 2

Next Meeting
March 10
with
Stanley Stine, Twinsburg Naturalist,
will be speaking about his
Favorite Perennials:
Plants, Shrubs & Trees for the
Home

Welcome to Our Newest Members
Beth Libertine
Sharon Passov

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!
March 5 - Andrew Yates
March 8 - Marti Franks
March 18—Jean Myers
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February Meeting Notes
Plant Sale: Sue Davis passed around a sheet for members to sign-up to work at the plant sale on May 7.
Seeds of Friendship: Karen Fullerman talked about the program and how it provides seeds to women in
Rwanda to grow food to feed their families as well as orphans living in a nearby orphanage. Members can
bring packets of seeds to the March meeting. Only 2016 seeds should be donated.
Budget Report: Virginia Schmidt reported that the club end-of-the-year balance has increased each year
since 2013. She described proposed changes to the 2016 budget along with some specific plans. An early
expense will be the purchase of a laptop computer and the Quicken program so that the club’s finances
can be recorded in a format that can be kept permanently and consistently from year to year. The laptop
will also be used to keep other club records. Virginia reported that the January income was $120.00, all
from member dues. There were no expenditures in January. There was further discussion about the best use of club funds. Gail Takacs
suggested that we think about adding a second scholarship. Marianne Pieramici suggested we review and update the scholarship criteria.
Bylaws: The club bylaws will be changed to include differing membership categories:
A. A student may become an associate member. We hope to encourage younger people to become
interested in all aspects of gardening.
B. Fees for a two-membership household may be reduced to 150% of a single membership.
Donation: The club will consider donating garden-related books to the Twinsburg Public Library.
Historical Society: Marianne Pieramici spoke about the Historical Society’s plans/ideas to celebrate Twinsburg’s
Sesquicentennial this year. We should find out what plans the city has for this celebration and if related garden
ideas might be included such as making a monetary contribution or planting trees or plants in public places in
the city.
Fundraiser: A suggestion was made to create a calendar with photos taken by club members as a fundraiser to celebrate the club’s 55th
anniversary in 2017.
Website: A discussion was held about updating the club’s website to include such items as the bylaws, a description of the duties of each
office or position and a list of committee members.
Committees and Fieldtrips: A list of committees was passed around for members to sign-up to work on desired committees. A list of
fieldtrips was also passed around for members to sign-up for trips they’d like to take and to make suggestions for other interesting trips.
Hostesses: Marie Pillar
Ann Marie Spice

Program: Guerilla Gardening with Hanna Rhoades

Scholarship Fund: The 2016 scholarship is budgeted at $1,000.00 this year. For the first time we are also giving
$250.00 to a past scholarship recipient. If any member would like to make a direct contribution to the fund, donations are welcome and will be greatly appreciated.
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Upcoming Events
Gardening for the Birds
Wednesday, March 9, 2016
Twinsburg Library 7:00 - 8:30pm
Presented by Twinsburg Naturalist Stanley Stine
Registration by phone at 330-425-4268 Ext. 2
Or online at www.twinsburglibrary.org/eventscalendar

Garden Forum of Greater Akron Meeting
Thursday, March 10, 2016
Stan Hywet Hall 10:00am

Native Plants - Adventures in the Garden
Sunday, March 13, 2016
Twinsburg Community Center 1:00 - 4:30pm
Call 330-963-8722 to register
Walk-ins are welcome

Small Footprint, Green Thumb
Presented by Summit County MetroParks
Liberty Park Nature Center in Twinsburg 6:30pm - 8:00pm
Thursday, March 17, 2016
Discussion on all things pertaining to yardwork.

GCO Spring District Meeting
Wednesday, April 27, 2016
Cuyahoga Falls Public Library 10:00am
Members: $20:00, Non-members: $23.00. Includes lunch & programs
Contact Marlene Hatton at 330-425-3057 with questions or to attend.
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Seeds of Friendship
We are once again collecting seeds for the Seeds of Friendship program in conjunction with the Columbus Zoo and Dr.
Charlene Jendry, a gorilla expert at the zoo. The program’s
objective is to assist the people of Rwanda who suffered
greatly in 1994 when more than 1,000,000 men, women and
children were killed during the genocide. Dr. Charlene Jendry
will take the seeds to Rwanda in May and personally
distribute them to the women of families who live in villages
near the gorilla habitats as well as to the Imbabazi Orphanage
to plant in their gardens so that they will be able to provide
fresh produce for their families and the children residing in the
orphanage.
The following seeds are needed and must be dated 2016:
Vegetables: Green cabbage, tomatoes, carrots, green peppers, bush green
beans, onions
Flowers: Cosmos and zinnias - all colors. The Rwandan women like to plant
these flowers around their vegetable gardens.
Please bring packets of only these seeds to our next meeting on Thursday, March
10th or drop them off at Karen Fullerman’s home at 10288 Laura Lane, Twinsburg,
OH. Seeds will be collected until April 1st. Please help the families of Rwanda enjoy
fresh and nutritious produce.
Karen Fullerman
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How to Keep Indoor Herbs Alive
( For longer than a month)
We’ve all tried it. Growing those dang herbs inside. They look super cute on the
windowsill behind the sink, but before long they look...dead. So what do you do?
You gave them water, right? And a good place to live? It takes a little more knowhow, (not too much, though), before you can call yourself a botanist. Ok, maybe just
an herb growing master.
LIGHT - Anything grown indoors needs an adequate amount of light. Light is how
plants get their food through the process of Photosyntheses and for that to occur
you must have a light source. A nice sunny window, preferably facing south, will do
the tick, It would be nice if that window is in the kitchen, for convenience purposes,
but that may not always be possible. You must also rotate the plant every week, or
so. If not, it will start growing sideways toward the light source. This does not
create a strong stem for a healthy plant. A good indicator to figure out if your herbs
are getting enough light or not is to look at the placement of the leaves. If you notice
the stem getting longer and longer between each leaf or new growth, than it’s not
getting enough light. It is stretching itself out to find that light before it can focus on
any new growth.
WATER - Water may be a tricky one at first, but if you get into a habit, it could become quite rewarding to you.
First of all, herbs don’t need as much water as you might think. You want to almost let them dry out before you
water again. Stick your finger about an inch into the soil and if it is dry, then water. Keep track of how many
days in between each watering and you will start to notice a trend. They may only need to be watered once a
week depending on the size of the plant. Definitely avoid over watering. Plants do not like their roots sitting in
water for hours on end. They begin to rot. Not good.
SOIL - You want to choose a soil that provides good drainage. If you want to, add Perlite to the soil. Perlite
consists of little white particles that aerate the soil and allows water to drain much easier. You can get soil that
already has Perlite in it, like cactus growing medium.
DRAINAGE - Make sure your pot of choice has a hole in the bottom of it. What is good about having a soil that
drains well if there is no place for the water to go? Along with this, you might want to put a tray or little saucer
underneath the pot to catch the water. If you can remember, it’s a good idea to empty that tray after the water
has drained out so that the plant isn’t sitting in a bath all day, which could cause rotting.
FERTILIZE - With all the drainage that is going to be happening, it’s inevitable that nutrients are going to be
leached out as well. Since your herbs are going to be inside, confined to pots, there is no way they are going to
get the nutrients they need by themselves. Find a good organic (you don’t want to be ingesting any chemicals)
fertilizer and feed your herbs about once a month.
TIDBITS TO KEEP IN MIND





Choose a pot in which the herb has room to grow and stretch its roots. Too small of a pot and the roots will
just keep circling around themselves eventually strangling themselves. It sounds very morbid, but it’s true.
When it comes time to cut, cut off no more than 1/3 of the plant at a time.
Don’t’ let the herbs flower! When you see this happening, just pinch off the flower. When plants go to
flower they put all of their energy and nutrients into producing that flower, which means leaves, the parts
you want, are put on the backburner. Keep those leaves coming by preventing the flower!
Watch for pests! If you see aphids, you can just squish them with your fingers. If scale pops up, scrub it
off with soapy water.
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Orchid Mania
If you didn’t get a chance to see the spectacular display of orchids at
the Cleveland Botanical Gardens here are just a few examples of what
you missed.
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