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Meetings are held the 2nd
Thursday of each month at
Christ the King Lutheran
Church, 6:30 pm Sharp.
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Next Meeting
October 13 - 6:30pm
2016
Featured Garden
Presentation
By
Kristen Beason

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Victoria Fliegel - Oct. 1
Pat Miller - Oct. 2
Ann Marie Spice - Oct . 9
Marianne Pieramici - Oct. 13
Sharon Passov - Oct. 14
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September Meeting Notes
Treasurer’s Report: Virginia reported that the club’s account balance exceeds $9,000, with several outstanding bills
still to be paid including for a computer and some materials for the Pollinator Garden at the Twinsburg Public Library.
Seeds for pollinator attraction: Summit County Metro Parks provided some seeds for pollinator attraction including
milkweed, coneflower, verbena and cardinal flower seeds. These are available to members.
Christmas Party: The party will again be held at Glenwillow Grille. There will be a buffet with seafood, chicken, and
pork for entrees, pasta sides, and a special drink menu. The cost will be $25.00 for each member. A discussion was
held about the gift exchange and the decision is to make it optional. Members may want to contribute to a charity
instead. An invitation will be sent with details.
2016 Featured Gardens: Kristen Beason received the club’s recognition and thanks for her extensive work on the 2016
Featured Gardens. This year there were ten gardens, next year the number will be reduced to five.
Akron District Meeting: Marlene Hatton gave information about the upcoming district meetings. There will be a
Leadership Seminar next Monday. The fall district meeting will be in Akron on October 18th and the Cleveland meeting
on October 19th.
Akron Forum Meeting: Virginia reminded members that the Akron Forum meeting will be in November. There are
flyers on each table with information.
Nomination of Officers: Gail asked for input from the members for the nomination of officers. There is a form that can
be completed to nominate someone. Self-nominations are welcome. Give the completed form to Gail.
Program: Making Flower Arrangements with Larry Novak from Novak’s Flowers
Hostesses: Lynn Nargang and Naomi Stutzman
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Upcoming Events
Twinsburg Historical Society Annual Cemetary Tour
Tales of Locust Grove
Friday, October 14, 2016 & Saturday, October 15, 2016
Tours begin at 6:00pm and continue every 15 minutes until 8:00pm
Purchase tickets on night of event at the Freeman Barn on Darrow Rd.
Adults: $5.00 Children: $1.00
Questions contact: Marti Franks at martifalk@aol.com

Garden Club of Ohio - Akron District
Fall Meeting
Tuesday, October 18, 2016 -10:00am - 3:00pm
Cuyahoga Falls Library
Cost: $20.00 includes lunch
Questions or to register contact: Marlene Hatton
216-390-7489 or marlenehatton@gmail.com

VFW Post 4929
70th Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, October 23, 2016 2:00pm - 6:00pm
Twin Haven Reception Hall
10439 Ravenna Rd., Twinsburg, OH
Tickets: $25.00 includes dinner and entertainment
Purchase tickets by Oct.12th at www.twinsburgveterans.com
Questions: 330-425-7162
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Garden of the Year

At the October meeting of the Twinsburg Garden Club the 2016 Garden of the Year Award
will be presented. This year there were ten beautiful gardens featured. All of the winning
home owners’ gardens will be shared in a slide show presented by Kristen Beason, chair of
this annual project. After the slide show, Kristen will announce the winner of the award. The
winner will receive an inscribed stone marker to place in their garden. There were ten participants this year including : Dan and Patricia Emping, Bob and Lynn Kroger, Veronica and
Mike Leahy, Dana Lesniak, Karen and Steve Murphy, Joyce Reeves, Kristen and Sammy
Rocco, Doug and Toni Salyers, John and Mary Strachan, and The Twinsburg Public Library,
We wish all of the participants good luck.

The
garden
at the
Twinsburg
Public
Library

The
Murphy’s
Garden

The
Strachan’s
Garden
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Winter Sowing - A Step-By-Step Guide
Winter sowing is a fun and easy way to start seeds outside during the
winter. Seeds are sown in miniature greenhouses made from recycled
plastic containers, and then put outside in the snow and freezing cold.
The rest of the work is left to Mother Nature. Once the weather starts to
warm in the spring, the seeds will germinate at their own pace, just as in
nature. Sounds cool, right? It gets better… Since the winter sown containers go outside, they don’t take up space in the house. With winter
sowing, there’s no need to sterilize seedling flats and trays, you don’t
need any special equipment (like lights or heat mats), there’s no risk of the seedlings damping off, and no need to
harden them off. Plus, winter sown seedlings are hardier and more robust than seeds sown indoors, which means they
have a much higher survival rate. Wow! Are you ready to try winter sowing? Great, here’s how to do it.

http://getbusygardening.com/winter-sowing-seeds/

Supplies For Winter Sowing
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Winter sowing containers
Scissors
Drill or old metal knife
Potting soil
Seeds
Heavy duty tape
Plant tags
Pencil, permanent marker or paint pen

How To Winter Sow – Step By Step
Step 1: Choose your winter sowing containers – Winter sowing containers can be made out of items you throw out
everyday; containers like milk jugs, 2 liter bottles, restaurant/deli/bakery food containers, ice cream buckets…etc. The
shape and size of the container doesn’t matter, but it must be made of transparent plastic, be deep enough to allow for
2-3 inches of soil in the bottom, and tall enough to allow a few inches of headspace for the seedlings to grow.
Step 2: Prepare the winter sowing containers – To prepare your winter sowing containers, you will first want to clean
the containers. If you’re using a tall narrow container like a 2 liter bottle or milk
jug, you’ll need to cut the container in half using a pair of scissors. Next, poke
holes in the top and bottom of the container. Heating a knife and melting the
holes makes this task easier (use an old knife because it will turn black over
time and have plastic residue on it), otherwise you can use a drill or something sharp to poke the holes. Poke enough holes in the bottom of the container to allow the water to drain so the seeds won’t drown. Add the same
amount of holes in the top of the container (if you use milk jugs or 2 liter
bottles, simply leave the caps off rather than poking holes). The holes in the
top are there to vent the containers so they won’t overheat, and also to allow
rain and moisture to enter the containers.
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Winter Sowing (Continued)

Step 4: Sow the seeds – The best types of seeds to use for winter sowing are the
seeds of cold hardy annuals, herbs and vegetables, or plants that are perennial in
your zone. If you’re unsure, check the seed packet. Look for terms like “self sowing”,
“direct sow outside in the fall”, “direct sow outside in early spring” or “cold stratification”. Keywords like these are good indicators of seeds that will work well for winter
sowing. The number of seeds you add to each container is up to you, but it’s best to
space them out a bit to make it easier to separate the seedlings for planting. If the
seeds are sown too thick, they will be difficult to separate once they have grown into
seedlings.

Step 5: Label your winter sowing containers – There are a few ways you could label your winter sowing containers.
Some people use masking or duct tape to label their containers, and others write directly on the top of the container.
However, if you use pencil or a permanent marker, the writing will eventually fade in the sun, and could be unreadable by
spring. Some people swear that paint pen won’t fade. If you choose to use tape, put it on the bottom of the container so
it won’t fade. One preferred method for labeling winter sowing containers is to use cut up old vinyl mini blinds and write
on them with pencil or permanent marker. Then push the marker into the soil. You could also reuse plant markers from
bedding plants if you save those.
Step 6: Water your winter sowing containers – Water the potting soil in the winter sown containers thoroughly and
allow the containers to drain before moving them outside. Give them a light shower with the sprayer in your kitchen sink
because it won’t disrupt the soil. If the soil is really dry, water the container a few times to make sure the soil is evenly
moist.

Step 7: Put the lids on the winter sowing containers – Putting the lids on your winter
sowing containers depends on what type of container you use. If the lid snaps on and fits
tight, then you’re done. If you used a tall container that you cut in half (i.e.: milk jug, 2 liter
bottle), then you can use duct tape (or other heavy duty tape) to attach the lid back onto the
container (but leave the caps off). You can tape the lids on any container if the lid doesn’t fit
tightly, just make sure you don’t completely cover the transparent parts of the container.
Step 8: Put the winter sown containers outside – Move your winter sown container
outside in a spot where they are protected from heavy wind, but will get moisture and full sun. If you have pets or children, put the winter sown containers on a table or other spot where they will be out of reach.
Step 9: Forget about your winter sowing containers until spring – Once the winter sown
seed containers are moved outside, you can pretty much forget about them until early spring.
Don’t worry, it’s OK if they’re completely covered by snow for a few months. Leave them be.
The only maintenance you have in the spring is to make
sure the winter sown containers don’t overheat and that the
soil doesn’t dry out. Once the seedlings get tall enough where they are touching the
top of the inside of the container, it’s time to remove the lids. Winter sown seedlings
can dry out pretty quickly once you take the lids off, so check them at least once a day
and water if necessary. Once the lids are off, keep an eye on the weather report. If
there is a chance of frost, cover the containers with a sheet or blanket overnight.
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Garden With a Purpose

Two projects were completed this
summer as part of the Garden With a
Purpose project. The first was the
building of a new fence around the
Twinsburg Library Garden by the Eagle
Scouts.
Peter Weiss of Twinsburg
Troop 223 was instrumental in meeting
with a committee of members from the
library and the Twinsburg Garden Club
to plan the building of the fence. He
also put together a plan to raise money
for the project which included holding a
car wash. Peter than met with the
committee to share his plans and get
their approval. Five scouts from the
troop worked on several Sunday
afternoons removing the old wire fence
and building the new one. The project
was completed in September when a
Garden With a Purpose sign was
placed on the fence along with a
smaller one noting that Peter Weiss
from Troop 223 had worked on the
fence as an Eagle Scout project in
2016.

Eagle Scouts who helped build the fence around the
Twinsburg Library garden are from left to right: Nathan
Anderson, Philip Weiss (Peter’s father), Danny Katz
and Damian Hinkel.

Sign given to the Village of Reminderville to
commemorate the native plant garden planted this
summer on Glenwood Drive in Reminderville. The sign
is the third “Garden With a Purpose” sign. It was
designed by TGC member Kristen Beason.
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