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2020 YEARBOOKS  
 

Since we had to cancel our 
club meetings due to the 
quarantine, many of you 
have not received your 2020 
TGC Yearbook.   Please 
ema i l  me  a t  j cap-
lis1204@aol.com and let me 
know if you would like to 
pick up your copy at my 
house or have me drop one 
off at your place. 

Twinsburg Garden Club  

Twinsburg, Ohio  

 

2020  



 

 
 

Look what’s happening around TGC?  

2 

 Twinsburg Garden Club 
www.twinsburg-garden-club.org 

 

Officers 

Co-Presidents:   

 Judy Aplis  

 Rose Skipper 

Vice President:   

 Sue Davis 

Secretary:   

 Flora Carnabuci 

Treasurer:   

 Virginia Schmidt 
 

Memberships 

National Garden Club, Inc. 

President - Gay L. Austin 

405 Marion Avenue 

McComb, MS 39648 

 

Central Atlantic Region of  

National Garden Clubs, Inc.,  

Director - Gail Corle 

26 Mansion Boulevard 

Altoona , PA 11602 

 

Garden Club of Ohio, Inc. 

President - Mary Lou Smith 

10325 Marvin Road 

Harrison, OH 45030 

 

~  ~  ~ 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the  

Twinsburg Garden Club  

is to promote interest in all  

aspects of gardening and the 

environment, and to  

encourage activities  

that enhance and  

enrich our community. 

 

~  ~  ~ 

If you have any news items 

or photos for the newsletter  

please contact   

Judy Aplis, Editor 

jcaplis1204@aol.com 

216-970-8838 

We are changing the Featured Garden pro-
gram this year, as we want to be socially 
responsible and considerate of others’ 
space and property. This year, we will rec-
ognize the gardens of our own members. 

Feel free to nominate your garden or the garden of another TGC 
member.  To do so, please send photos to Michele Casto at jcas-
to4@roadrunner.com and Ada Pollock at adakay69@gmail.com and 
make sure you advise who the garden belongs to so they can reach 
out if they have any questions. They will review the photos, pick a 
garden and write an article for publication in our newsletter and local 
paper. If you have any questions on this, please contact Rose Skip-
per at rskipper1218@gmail.com.  

FEATURED GARDEN PROGRAM 

2019 GCO AWARDS 
We are so proud to announce the awards received 

by our club! 
 

Horticulture or Environmental Education Award - First place 
 
Holiday Project Award - First place 
 
Photography Awards 

     Floral Close-Up In My Garden - Kristen Beason -Honorable Mention 
     Birds In My Garden - Chris Beason - Third Place 
     Bee Close - Up In My Garden With Flowers - Kristen Beason - First Place 
     Bee Close -Up in My Garden With Flowers– Virginia Schmidt-Third Place 
     My Container Garden      Virginia Schmidt - First Place 
     Public Garden - Marlene Hatton - Honorable Mention 
 
Publications Awards 
     Publicity Press Books - Second Place 
     Publications - First Place 
     Club Newsletter - Second Place 
     Single Member Club Flyer-First Place 
 
Most Outstanding Yearbooks - Honorable Mention 
 
Outstanding Garden Club Awards - Large Club - Third Place 
 



 

 
 

 Events 
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All About Roses  
 

Ohio State University Extension - Stark County Volunteers presents a 
Zoom Webinar on Tuesday, June 23, 2020 from 6:00 - 7:30pm 

Featured speaker - Amanda Bennett 
Registration is required at https://go.osu.edu/mgvallaboutroses 

After registering you will receive a confirmation email containing 
 information about joining the webinar. 

You can download the OSU Zoom application by visiting the following link: 
https://zoom.us/support/download 

For questions and technical support call or email  
Heather Neikirk at: neikirk2@osu.edu or 234-348-6001, Option #1 

BYOC & B 
 

 The first BYOC & B (Bring your own chair and beverage) was held on Thursday, June 11th at 
the home of Marie Piller.  Eight club members attended  and had a wonderful time visiting and catch-
ing up as we relaxed on Marie’s deck where we enjoyed some refreshments and her beautiful yard.  
Thanks to Marie for hosting the get-together.  
 We hope to hold several more of these events.  If you are interested in hosting  or attending 
please contact  Rose Skipper at rskipper1218@gmail.com.  These get-togethers are limited to 10 
members. 

Everyone enjoyed getting together and catching up af-
ter being quarantined for several months.  Proper so-
cial distancing was maintained.  Pictured (From left to 
right) are Rita Gabrosek, Marianne Pieramici, Marie 
Piller(Behind pole), Sue Davis, Marlene Hatton and 
Judy Aplis (Not pictured). 

Virginia  Schmidt and Marie Piller chat on 
Marie’s deck.  It was a lovely afternoon en-
joyed by all. 
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TGC Scholarship Recipient 

Twinsburg Garden Club                                                                         
Ms. Valerie Wales                                                                                      
Scholarship Committee Chair 

Dear Ms. Wales and Scholarship Committee:                                                 
 I would like to express my sincere gratitude for your gen-
erosity and support, and I am honored to have been selected as 
the recipient of the 2020 Twinsburg Garden Club Scholarship.                            
 I am 18 years old and a life-long resident of Twinsburg 
and a member of the Twinsburg High School Class of 2020. This 
fall, I will begin my post-secondary education as a freshman at 
The University of Alabama to learn primarily about neuroscience 
and psychology. However, I will be taking courses dealing with 
the environment and sustainability as well. After obtaining a 
bachelor's degree, I plan to enroll in graduate school at a re-
spected university, earn a doctorate in neuroscience, and move 
on to pursue a career as a researcher in the fields of neurosci-
ence and psychology, which surprisingly do relate to the environ-
ment in an important way. Recent research has found that spend-
ing time in nature/gardening can actually heal and prevent mental 
health issues like depression. My goal is to use my career to pro-
mote scientific advancement that will come back to benefit those 
living locally and across the 
globe.                                                                                              
 In my free time, I enjoy reading, fishing, hiking, biking and 
being outdoors. Through high school courses such as AP Envi-
ronmental Science, I have learned a great deal about sustainabil-
ity and people’s interactions with the environment. Now, I practice 
personal sustainability in a variety of ways. Each day, I make it a 
goal to limit the waste I create and recycle as much as possible, 
and I wholeheartedly plan to garden, compost, and recycle 
throughout my adult-
hood.                                                                                               
 Your scholarship will support me in my educational goals, 
research, and possible study abroad opportunities and play a key 
role in shaping me into a successful person. Donors like you 
make a real difference and I can only hope that one day, I too will 
be able to assist students with their educational goals.                               
 I am thankful for receiving your scholarship and I want you 
to know that your generous support will help me achieve my 
dreams. Please let me know if you need any additional informa-
tion from me or The University of Alabama to process my scholar-
ship. 

Sincerely,                                                                                          

Caleb Simon 



 

 
 

 Thank you to all the TGC members who supported our vir-
tual plant sale!  We also had about 10 orders through our Face-
book page and website from Twinsburg community members. We 
all got amazing plants at discounted prices, we supported our local 
Kollman’s Greenhouse, and the club was able to earn about 
$1,500 in profit.                                                                           
 In addition, members donated an amazing $850 to our 
scholarship fund—wow!  Due to everyone’s generosity, the club 
was able to award a $1500 scholarship to a Twinsburg High 
School senior. (See article about scholarship winner on page 4).  
The club will also be making a $300 donation to our Community 
Hunger Center and $300 to Christ the King Lutheran Church, our 
meeting location.                                                                              
 A special thank you to Denise Herman for delivering orders.  
We hope everyone is enjoying their beautiful plants! 

                                           Rose, Virginia and Adelle 
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  Plant Sale 

LIBRARY GARDEN 
 

Thanks to Mary Gemlich, Marcia Carsten, Kris-
ten Beason. Sue Davis and Virginia Schmidt for 
their help maintaining the Library Garden.  The 
native  plants are well adapted to the environ-
ment at the library and are thriving.  Marcia has 
suggested planting a few additional plants to fill 
in some areas and extend bloom times needed 
for the bees and other pollinators.  If you’re look-
ing for a beautiful and tranquil spot to go for a 
walk or relax outside, stop by the garden.  Visi-
tors are welcome. 
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Why Did My Plant Die?                                         
By Geoffrey B. Charlesworth 

You walked too close. You trod on it. 
You dropped a piece of sod on it. 
You hoed it down. You weeded it. 
You planted it the wrong way up. 
You grew it in a yogurt cup 
But you forgot to make a hole; 
The soggy compost took its toll. 
September storm. November drought. 
It heaved in March, the roots popped out. 
You watered it with herbicide. 
You scattered bone meal far and wide. 
Attracting local omnivores, 
Who ate your plant and stayed for more. 
You left it baking in the sun 
While you departed at a run 
To find a spade, perhaps a trowel, 
Meanwhile the plant threw in the towel. 
You planted it with crown too high; 
The soil washed off, that explains why. 
Too high pH. It hated lime. 
Alas it needs a gentler clime. 
You left the root ball wrapped in plastic. 
You broke the roots. They’re not elastic. 
You walked too close. You trod on it. 
You dropped a piece of sod on it. 
You splashed the plant with mower oil. 
You should do something to your soil. 
Too rich. Too poor. Such wretched tilth. 
Your soil is clay. Your soil is filth. 
Your plant was eaten by a slug. 
The growing point contained a bug. 
These aphids are controlled by ants, 
Who milk the juice, it kills the plants. 
In early spring your garden’s mud. 
You walked around! That’s not much good. 
With heat and light you hurried it. 
You worried it. You buried it. 
The poor plant missed the mountain air: 
No heat, no summer muggs up there. 
You overfed it 10-10-10. 
Forgot to water it again. 
You hit it sharply with the hose. 
You used a can without a rose. 
Perhaps you sprinkled from above. 
You should have talked to it with love. 
The nursery mailed it without roots. 
You killed it with those gardening boots. 
You walked too close. You trod on it. 

You dropped a piece of sod on it. 

  Submitted by Virginia Schmidt 
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 The Herb Garden was started in 2004 and maintained 
by park volunteers, but for the past few years TGC members 
have been doing the maintenance of the garden.  A big thank 
you goes out to the small group of dedicated members who 
help Rita, including Laura Bianchi, Mary Ann Halfhill and Sally 
Pate.   
 June is the high point of the garden and a paradise for 
pollinators.  The Chamomile is a splash of white in several 
beds as it seeds itself.  The False Indigo is quite showy and 
the Corral Bells, Geraniums and Sage provide color.  There is 
also the tall Valeriana and the Golden Oregano.  Waiting for 
the Monarch Butterflies are many Common Milkweeds lo-
cated throughout the garden.  The Hops have already 
reached the top of the arbor and  the Lavander bed will soon 
be in bloom. 
 This is a peaceful and meditative place and well worth 
a visit, especially in these stressful times.  If you have a 
chance, please stop by. 
     Rita Gabrovsek 

HERB GAR DEN 
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Feeding Goldfinches 
 

 The invasive plant that grows from the thistle seeds that drop to the ground from the bird 
feeder is Canada thistle, a native of Europe and Asia. Yes, it is a bad problem, but the seed in bird 
feed IS NOT Canada thistle! The seed we feed birds is African yellow daisy seed or nyjer (thistle) 
which is grown in Africa and India.  The seed is sterilized by intense heat to prevent germination.  
 The biggest problem with nyjer seed is the mess left by hulls under the feeder. The small 
black hulls can smother grass. Ground feeding birds appreciate this spilled seed, but you probably 
won’t. Choose tube feeders with very small feeding ports, OR “thistle “socks”—fine-mesh bags to 
which birds cling to extract the seeds. The seed within thistle socks can become quite wet with rain, 
so only use large ones during periods when you have enough finches to consume the contents in a 
few days. Adding a platform beneath the feeder or choosing a feeder design with a wide base can 
minimize spilled hulls and loose seed. 
 
SOURCE:  Eric Barrett 
Extension Educator & Assistant Professor, Mahoning Count 

 
          

Attract Sparrows, Cardinals and Other Ground - Feeding Birds 

 Northern cardinals will visit a bird feeder but they also enjoy foraging for seeds and nuts on 
the ground.  Many birds that by nature forage for seed on the ground, such as mourning doves and 
native sparrows, will not visit a hanging feeder. (There are always exceptions, even within species!) 
Ground-feeding birds will often eat the seed that falls from hanging feeders. You can also intention-
ally spill seeds on the ground for them when filling the feeder.                                                                             
 Favorite seeds among ground feeders are white proso millet and sunflower seeds. Larger 
species also enjoy oats.                                                                                                                       
 To help keep ground feeders healthy, periodically rake the ground beneath feeders to remove 
seed hulls, bird waste and spoiled seed. Ground-feeding birds are an easy target for cats, so keep 
your felines indoors.                                                                                                                           
 Consider sprinkling grit in a location separate from feeders for birds that consume it to aid 
their digestion. Grit can be bought at birding and farm-supply stores, or you can make your own us-
ing untreated coarse sand or fine gravel and egg or oyster shells. Sanitize the shells by boiling them 
for 10 minutes, and then crush them well.                                                                                    
 There are short-legged platform feeders designed for ground-foraging birds. Look for one with 
a screen as its platform so that it drains water away from the seed.  Some have roofs for further pro-
tection from the elements.  Enjoy watching the birds that visit you yard. 

         Karen Fullerman 

This is the time of year when we put our bird houses and bird feeders out to attract a variety of beautiful 
birds to our yards, but sometimes their visits leave us with seeds, etc. to clean up.  Here is a solution to 
keeping the thistles you put out to feed the goldfinches from spreading all over your yard and some advice 
on how to attract birds to your yard. 


