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GOLD STAR DEDICATION
LOOKING AHEAD

The Twinsburg Garden Club will be honoring all
military families whose loved ones died in the line of duty
while serving our country, by dedicating a Gold Star Memorial Marker in their memory. The Gold Star Memorial
Marker is meant to honor a service member‘s ultimate sacrifice as well as acknowledge their family’s loss and grief.
Originally scheduled for September 2020, the
Twinsburg Garden Club’s Gold Star Memorial Marker
dedication has been rescheduled and will take place on
Sunday, September 26, 2021 at 2:00pm. This last Sunday
in September is known as Gold Star Mother’s Day. The
event is open to the public. A reception will follow the
program.
The marker will have a permanent home in Veteran’s Park adjacent to the Twinsburg VFW Post 4929 at
9825 Ravenna Rd., Twinsburg, Ohio 44087. Working in
conjunction with the garden club are the VFW, the Twinsburg Rotary and the City of Twinsburg
The garden club would also like to honor Gold Star
Mothers at the dedication. If you are a Gold Star Mother
or know of one, please contact Sue Davis at 330-6977818, so we can send an invitation to attend the ceremony.
Continued on page 2
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Welcome to New Member
Margo Hotaling

HappyBirthday!!
July 4 - Kathleen Hogue
July 18 - Shirley Kondo
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You can also honor one or more loved ones who gave their life by
making a donation in their memory. These donations will help to fund the cost
of the marker. Our goal is $1500. Anything over that amount will be donated
to the Twinsburg VFW to show our support for all they do for our veterans.
All donations are very much appreciated. To make a donation go to our club
website www.twinsburg-garden-club.com
Historically, the Gold and Blue Star Memorial Marker came about
when military families displayed a blue star for each family member serving in
the armed forces. If the family lost a loved one in the war the color of the star
would be changed to gold and the family referred to as a “Gold Star Family.”
Individual family members were often referred to as “Gold Star Wives” or
“Gold Star Mothers.”
Beginning in 1944 and for many years, trees were planted in recognition of these brave soldiers who died serving their country. Then the National
Council of State Garden Clubs adopted the program and began a Blue Star
Highway System. A large metal Blue Star Memorial Highway Marker was
placed at appropriate locations along our national highways. Blue Star Markers can now be found for thousands of miles across our country. In 2013, the
Twinsburg Garden Club donated a Blue Star Marker that can be seen on the
north side of the Twinsburg town square. The Gold Star Families Markers is a
new initiative of the National Council of Garden Clubs.
Please consider making a donation in honor or in memory of your
loved ones who have served our country so bravely. We hope you will join us
at the dedication. We look forward to honoring those who gave their lives
while bravely fighting for our country.
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Mission Statement
The mission of the
Twinsburg Garden Club
is to promote interest in all
aspects of gardening and the
environment, and to
encourage activities
that enhance and
enrich our community.

~~~
If you have any news items or
photos for the newsletter
please contact
Judy Aplis, Editor
jcaplis1204@aol.com
216-970-8838

The Gold Star Plaque will be installed in Veteran’s Park adjacent
to the VFW Post.
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Featured Gardens
Loretta
Meyer’s
beautiful
garden surrounds you
with all of
the vibrant colors
of summer.

Rose Skipper’s deck is the perfect spot to
relax, listen to music and enjoy a refreshing drink.
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More Featured Gardens
Beautiful flowers and artwork greet
you in Sue Davis’s lovely yard.

Quite the conversation piece in
Geni Spera’s garden is the tree
stump she cleverly saved when a
large tree was taken down. The
birdhouse on it was constructed
by her son with various odds
and ends including an old
license plate for the roof.
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More Featured Gardens

Karen Toth shared photos of her cozy garden. What a beautiful place to relax.

REMINDER
AmazonSmile
Have you been using AmazonSmile when you shop online? If not, did you know that our club gets
money back if you do use it? It is now available in the Amazon Shopping app on iPhone and Android
mobile phones. To turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations
1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device.
2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into ‘Settings.”
3. Tap “Amazon Smile” and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the
process..
If you don’t have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping app you can find it by going to the App
Store if you have an iPhone or to Gooble Play if you have an Android.
Thank you for supporting our club!
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Look what’s happening around TGC . . .
National Garden Clubs, Inc
Presents

Gardening School
Series 9 Course 2

August 19 - 20, 2020
Presented virtually via Zoom
Deadline for registration August 12, 2020
To register contact Mary Ann Ferguson-Rich
mafr43@hotmail.com or 330-630-9625

Herb Garden &
Library Garden
Looking for a beautiful place to
visit or someplace to relax ? If
so, consider stopping by our Library or Herb Garden. Both are
in full bloom and looking great
thanks to our club volunteers
who continue to maintain these
gardens. The Herb Garden has
a new sign at the street entrance and a new stone path,
making it so much easier to get
to. The Library Garden is located at the Twinsburg Library
on Ravenna Rd. and the Herb
Garden is on Liberty Rd on the
stone house property. We hope
to see you there.

Check out the new sign and
new path at the Herb Garden.

The Library Garden is a great place to stop to rest or relax.

4

Members’ Gardens
Photos from Marlene Hatton’s
lovely garden. Thanks for
sharing, Marlene.

Ada’s corncrib play house is newly
painted. What a great place in which
the kids can play!

Below: Ada’s garden on her upstairs
back porch where she says the “pesky
chipmunks” can’t get to her flowers.
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Get - Together at Geni Spera’s
On the evening of Thursday, July 9th the second TGC Get -Together was held at Geni
Spera’s.lovely home. Everyone sat on the deck and enjoyed the delicious snacks and Geni’s
beautiful gardens. The nine members who attended all agreed that seeing each other again and
catching up after a long quarantine was the highlight of the event. Unfortunately, a sudden rain
brought the evening to an abrupt close, but not after everyone had time to visit. Another GetTogether had been scheduled for Tuesday, July 7th at Barb Casterline’s but was canceled due to
rain. We hope to reschedule it.
Our next Get-Together will be on Thursday, July 23rd at 4:00pm on the Twinsburg Square.
If you are interested in attending please email Rose Skipper at rskipper1218@gmail.com.

Geni Spera’s deck was the perfect place for Valerie Wales, Sue David, Denise Herman, Geni
Spera and Marie Piller to enjoy the GetTogether.

Denise, Geni and Sue
relaxed on the deck.
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Violet Barbosa, Marlene Hatton and
Virginia Schmidt enjoyed catching up.

